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Definitions & clarifications 

• GBIF is not an european project 

• GBIF is not even a project! 

• What is data 

– (no answers, but stuff to get answers) 

• What is biodiversity data 

• What is accessible  data (it is not available 

data) 

• GBIF is not a data source (there is no such a 

thing as GBIF data) 

 



GBIF, the blue sky picture 
www.gbif.org  

http://www.gbif.org/


• Physical infrastructure 
– Physical infrastructure, cyberinfrastructure, human 

resources, and expertise, and program management and 
coordination. 

• Information infrastructure 
– Data workflows 

– Datasets 

– Data openness 

– Data products 

• Capability infrastructure 
– Knowledge base and management, training 

– Standard development 

– Data gateways development 

 

 

 

 

 

GBIF is not a data source, 

it is a framework 



Gorillas in the room (1) 

• Still much data to be collected 

– Space scales 

– Time series 



Gorillas in the room (2) 

• Global, unique, persistent & resolvable 

identifiers for data units (records, datasets, 

etc.) 

– Without them, adding and connecting content is 

very inefficient 

– Tracking usage is also difficult 

 



Gorillas in the room (3) 

• Data creation and publishing should be properly 

recognized 

– Without that, the knowledge system is not sustainable 

Do You Think data Grows On Trees? 
…and generated 



Citing data use… 

 
Nature (2013) doi:10.1038/nature12872 

39 pages! 



Data quality and workflows 

 

– Data annotation, dataset flagging  

• Linked data 

• Semantic web 

– Data cleaning  

   and DQ assurance 

   practices 

 



More on data quality 

– Metadata 

• EML-GMP-

IPT 

 

http://www.gbif.org/ipt  

http://www.gbif.org/ipt
http://www.gbif.org/ipt


Linking data quality and incentives 

Data papers: 
• Academic 

article 

• Human 
readable 

• Make data 
findable, 
assessable DOI-
> URL 

• Based in EML 

• GBIF’s IPT 
produces draft 

 
 

First data paper in history 



GBIF & LTERN 

• Centre d'Estudis Avançats de Blanes – CSIC.   

– http://www.gbif.org/dataset/81119a40-f762-11e1-a439-00145eb45e9a 

Centre d'Estudis Avançats de Blanes. Macròfits Pirineu 

– http://www.gbif.org/dataset/810f3e62-f762-11e1-a439-00145eb45e9a 

Centre d'Estudis Avançats de Blanes. Macroinvertebrados Limno 

– http://www.gbif.org/dataset/8119a2da-f762-11e1-a439-00145eb45e9a 

Centre d'Estudis Avançats de Blanes. Limnological Observatory of the 

Pyrenees, Diatomeas 

– http://www.gbif.org/dataset/81165620-f762-11e1-a439-00145eb45e9a 

Centre dEstudis Avancats de Blanes. Limnological Observatory of the 

Pyrenees Zooplancton 

– http://www.gbif.org/dataset/811076f6-f762-11e1-a439-00145eb45e9a 

Centre dEstudis Avancats de Blanes. Limnological Observatory of the 

Pyrenees Fitoplancton 

• Observatorio de cambio global Sierra Nevada 

– http://www.gbif.org/dataset/db6cd9d7-7be5-4cd0-8b3c-fb6dd7446472 

Sinfonevada: Floristic diversity in Forest of Sierra Nevada 

– Phenology of flora of mediterranean high-mountains meadows (Sierra 

Nevada)  in IPT work in progress. 

 

http://www.gbif.org/dataset/81119a40-f762-11e1-a439-00145eb45e9a
http://www.gbif.org/dataset/81119a40-f762-11e1-a439-00145eb45e9a
http://www.gbif.org/dataset/81119a40-f762-11e1-a439-00145eb45e9a
http://www.gbif.org/dataset/81119a40-f762-11e1-a439-00145eb45e9a
http://www.gbif.org/dataset/81119a40-f762-11e1-a439-00145eb45e9a
http://www.gbif.org/dataset/81119a40-f762-11e1-a439-00145eb45e9a
http://www.gbif.org/dataset/81119a40-f762-11e1-a439-00145eb45e9a
http://www.gbif.org/dataset/81119a40-f762-11e1-a439-00145eb45e9a
http://www.gbif.org/dataset/81119a40-f762-11e1-a439-00145eb45e9a
http://www.gbif.org/dataset/810f3e62-f762-11e1-a439-00145eb45e9a
http://www.gbif.org/dataset/810f3e62-f762-11e1-a439-00145eb45e9a
http://www.gbif.org/dataset/810f3e62-f762-11e1-a439-00145eb45e9a
http://www.gbif.org/dataset/810f3e62-f762-11e1-a439-00145eb45e9a
http://www.gbif.org/dataset/810f3e62-f762-11e1-a439-00145eb45e9a
http://www.gbif.org/dataset/810f3e62-f762-11e1-a439-00145eb45e9a
http://www.gbif.org/dataset/810f3e62-f762-11e1-a439-00145eb45e9a
http://www.gbif.org/dataset/810f3e62-f762-11e1-a439-00145eb45e9a
http://www.gbif.org/dataset/810f3e62-f762-11e1-a439-00145eb45e9a
http://www.gbif.org/dataset/8119a2da-f762-11e1-a439-00145eb45e9a
http://www.gbif.org/dataset/8119a2da-f762-11e1-a439-00145eb45e9a
http://www.gbif.org/dataset/8119a2da-f762-11e1-a439-00145eb45e9a
http://www.gbif.org/dataset/8119a2da-f762-11e1-a439-00145eb45e9a
http://www.gbif.org/dataset/8119a2da-f762-11e1-a439-00145eb45e9a
http://www.gbif.org/dataset/8119a2da-f762-11e1-a439-00145eb45e9a
http://www.gbif.org/dataset/8119a2da-f762-11e1-a439-00145eb45e9a
http://www.gbif.org/dataset/8119a2da-f762-11e1-a439-00145eb45e9a
http://www.gbif.org/dataset/8119a2da-f762-11e1-a439-00145eb45e9a
http://www.gbif.org/dataset/81165620-f762-11e1-a439-00145eb45e9a
http://www.gbif.org/dataset/81165620-f762-11e1-a439-00145eb45e9a
http://www.gbif.org/dataset/81165620-f762-11e1-a439-00145eb45e9a
http://www.gbif.org/dataset/81165620-f762-11e1-a439-00145eb45e9a
http://www.gbif.org/dataset/81165620-f762-11e1-a439-00145eb45e9a
http://www.gbif.org/dataset/81165620-f762-11e1-a439-00145eb45e9a
http://www.gbif.org/dataset/81165620-f762-11e1-a439-00145eb45e9a
http://www.gbif.org/dataset/81165620-f762-11e1-a439-00145eb45e9a
http://www.gbif.org/dataset/81165620-f762-11e1-a439-00145eb45e9a
http://www.gbif.org/dataset/811076f6-f762-11e1-a439-00145eb45e9a
http://www.gbif.org/dataset/811076f6-f762-11e1-a439-00145eb45e9a
http://www.gbif.org/dataset/811076f6-f762-11e1-a439-00145eb45e9a
http://www.gbif.org/dataset/811076f6-f762-11e1-a439-00145eb45e9a
http://www.gbif.org/dataset/811076f6-f762-11e1-a439-00145eb45e9a
http://www.gbif.org/dataset/811076f6-f762-11e1-a439-00145eb45e9a
http://www.gbif.org/dataset/811076f6-f762-11e1-a439-00145eb45e9a
http://www.gbif.org/dataset/811076f6-f762-11e1-a439-00145eb45e9a
http://www.gbif.org/dataset/811076f6-f762-11e1-a439-00145eb45e9a
http://www.gbif.org/dataset/db6cd9d7-7be5-4cd0-8b3c-fb6dd7446472
http://www.gbif.org/dataset/db6cd9d7-7be5-4cd0-8b3c-fb6dd7446472
http://www.gbif.org/dataset/db6cd9d7-7be5-4cd0-8b3c-fb6dd7446472
http://www.gbif.org/dataset/db6cd9d7-7be5-4cd0-8b3c-fb6dd7446472
http://www.gbif.org/dataset/db6cd9d7-7be5-4cd0-8b3c-fb6dd7446472
http://www.gbif.org/dataset/db6cd9d7-7be5-4cd0-8b3c-fb6dd7446472
http://www.gbif.org/dataset/db6cd9d7-7be5-4cd0-8b3c-fb6dd7446472
http://www.gbif.org/dataset/db6cd9d7-7be5-4cd0-8b3c-fb6dd7446472
http://www.gbif.org/dataset/db6cd9d7-7be5-4cd0-8b3c-fb6dd7446472
http://www.gbif.es:8080/ipt/manage/resource.do?r=obsnev
http://www.gbif.es:8080/ipt/manage/resource.do?r=obsnev
http://www.gbif.es:8080/ipt/manage/resource.do?r=obsnev
http://www.gbif.es:8080/ipt/manage/resource.do?r=obsnev
http://www.gbif.es:8080/ipt/manage/resource.do?r=obsnev
http://www.gbif.es:8080/ipt/manage/resource.do?r=obsnev
http://www.gbif.es:8080/ipt/manage/resource.do?r=obsnev


Closing remarks 

– GBIF is not a competitor; is an 

essential component in our 

environmental knowledge 

infrastructure 

– A component that: 

• Goes beyond data 

• Can be reused in many ways and 

contexts 

• You –as users of it, as EU-BON– can 

help to develop it, to make it more 

complete and usable  
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